
GRABBING “TEN”NIS & ONES 
 

Purpose:  Students will recognize and show the number of tens and ones in written numbers. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  1 - 2  

 

Math SOL:  Number and Number Sense 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 (using modification #1 below) 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  

1. Tennis balls and golf balls (an assortment of each)*Note – you may use 10 sticks and 1 cubes 

in place of tennis balls and golf balls for true understanding of place value– Modification #4 

2. Hula hoop for every 2 students 

3. Prewritten numbers on index cards 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Place buckets/boxes of tennis balls and golf balls in the middle of the playing area. 

2. Place hoops around perimeter of the playing area. 

3. Place one index card in each hoop. 

 

Directions 

1. Divide students into pairs. 

2. Assign a pair of students to each hoop. 

3. Demonstrate with a sample index card. Ask students which number is in the “tens” place and 

which one is in the “ones” place. 

4. Next, ask each group to look at the number in their hoop. 

5. Ask each group to discuss and decide which number is in the “tens” place and which number 

is in the “ones” place on their card. 

6. Explain that the tennis balls in the middle of the room represent the “tens” place and the golf 

balls represent the “ones” place. 

7. Explain to students that the object of the game is to retrieve the correct number of each type 

of ball that represents the number in the hoop.  For example, if their number is 46, then at the 

end of the activity they should have 4 tennis balls and 6 golf balls, not 46 total balls. 

8. Ask students to retrieve (use physical activities based on space) each ball one at a time 

alternating turns with their partner until they have the correct number of “tens” and “ones”. 

9. Ask students to line up the balls vertically in the hoop so that the tennis balls are actually in 

the “tens” column and the golf balls are in the “ones” column. See diagram. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. When the students are finished, ask them to tiptoe march in place so you can check their 

work. 
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11. Ask the students to count their number, ex: 10, 20, 30, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46. 

12. After a pair has been checked, ask students to return their balls to the middle and sit beside 

their hoop until all pairs have been checked. 

13. Ask students to rotate to the right and go to the next hoop. 

14. Repeat the activity for the new hoop. 

15. Continue until you are satisfied. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Have more than one bucket for each type of ball to help avoid the bumping of heads as 

students reach into the same container. 

2. If one pair has the number 31 and another has 89, one group goes back and forth 4 times and 

the other is going back and forth 17 times. To avoid this, have the numbers in the hoops add 

up to approximately the same for each hoop so that students are going back and forth about 

the same amount of times.  For example, have all the numbers add up to 10 (46, 73, 82, etc.). 

3. Remind students about taking turns and sticking to the physical activity assigned. 

4. Keep “tennis” balls for the tens due to spelling. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Add a bigger type of ball and throw in some cards that include the hundreds place. 

2. Have students return balls one at a time to increase activity level. 

3. Use other balls for ones, i.e. marbles. 

4. In the classroom, you can also use the tens sticks and one pieces. 

5. Have students do a physical activity based on their number, counting by ten’s and then ones. 
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This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                     


